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RUM SUAD OF KRU SAKHON PRAJONG TROUPE
FROM BAN KHAI DISTRICT IN RAYONG PROVINCE
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Abstract

The Rum Suad or the Chanting Dance is a folk performance that was developed from the Phra
Malai Chanting or the Kharuehat Chanting, which dates back to the Ayutthaya Period. This folk
performance is related to the way of life of people in Rayong Province. It is strictly performed at times
of unfortunate events with the aim of granting the hosts and guests relief from grief, much like a dirge.

The research has found that the Khru Sakhorn Prachong Dance Troupe is the only troupe in Ban
Khai District that has perpetuated this kind of folk performance. The unique characteristic of this kind of
chanting dance is that the chanting texts, the songs taken from literature and the newly composed
songs are put to new melodies to make the chanting more colourful and are accompanied by more
than two sets of musical instruments that control the chanting rhythm-one-faced drums, cymbals and
wooden clappers, which make the performance livelier. The melodies of the chanting are from Thai
songs which have been abbreviated and their musical scales changed. Some of the lyrics taken from
literature are deleted and replaced by dialects that make them more appropriate for singers in a
chanting dance troupe. The dance movements are created in accordance with the songs and the
performers must sing and dance simultaneously. The research has discovered 38 rhythmic patterns,
which can be classified into 3 types. The first type, which is most frequent, is a rhythmic pattern whose
rhythms stress regular beats. This pattern is used at the beginning, in the middle and at the end of a
song. The second type is a general rhythmic pattern whose rhythms stress irregular beats. The third
type—the omitted rhythmic pattern, which is the least employed, is a combination of the first rhythmic

pattern and the second rhythmic pattern.

Keywords: The Rum Suad or the Chanting Dance / the Phra Malai Chanting / the Khareuhat Chanting /

folk performance in the Eastern Region / unfortunate events / Khru Sakhorn Prachong Dance Troupe
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